Frequently Asked Summer Camp Questions

Camp Dates: June 1st-August 7th
(NO Camp July 3rd)

1) Pricing:  Summer Camp is from 9a.m.-4p.m. The cost is $155./per week. Before/After Care is available at an additional cost of $30./week for morning care(6:45a.m.-9a.m.) & $30/week for afternoon care (4:00p.m.-6:00p.m.) or $45./week for both AM & PM  (Cost for 2nd child $145/week, Cost for 3rd child $135./week)
*Morning Drop Off 8:45a.m.-9a.m. Pick Up 4p.m.-4:15p.m.
**Registration Fee $50.00 per family

***Early Bird Special-Sign up by Friday, May 10th for $145/per week and NO registration fee 

2) Payment Options:  1) Pay in Full at Registration  2) Pay ½ at Registration and the other ½ is due July 2nd  3) Pay 25% down at registration and set up Direct Debit on a credit/debit card for 25% on June 5th, June 26th, July 17th.   4) Pay Weekly-must pay for the 1st week at registration, remaining weeks must be paid for one week prior to session needed. Invoices will be emailed and can be paid online. (i.e.: Week 2 must be paid for by June 1st. See last page for weekly payment schedule.)  Contact Cathy within a week of when you need to start.
3) Part-Time Camp:  The part-time rate is $41. per day for care from 6:45a.m.-6:00p.m. This includes lunch and an afternoon snack. (2nd child $36/day, 3rd child $31/day)                                                       Part Time attendance is a minimum of 2 days a week.
4) Unused camp days cannot be carried over to another week.
5) Financial Assistance: We do not accept state childcare assistance. We do have a scholarship program that you can apply for.  Scholarships are based on income and family size and require a commitment to volunteer at the Centre. Deadline to apply for a Summer Camp Scholarship is May 13, 2026. Contact Cathy at cgore@instituteforcommunity.org for an application.
6. Camper/Counselor Ratio:  Our camp is divided into three different age groups (5-6) (7-9) (10-12). We have a 1:7 ratio for our youngest campers and a 1:15 ratio for the older groups. All our Counselors have been background checked and are trained in CPR & First Aid. Campers must be able to adapt to these ratios.
7. What do the children do?  We have 10 theme weeks that we follow.  The children will participate in activities corresponding to their theme week as well as swimming, playing games, gym time, arts and crafts, and presentations by different groups (police, fire). 5-6 year old campers will swim 3 days per week, 7-12 year old campers will swim 5 days per week (weather permitting).
	Week 1
	June 1-5
	It’s All Fun and Games

	Week 2
	June 8-12
	Camp Olympics

	Week 3
	June 15-19
	Camp Kindness

	Week 4
	June 22-26
	Summer Camp Safari

	Week 5
	June 29-July 2
	Party in the USA

	Week 6
	July 6-10
	Crazy Camp Week

	Week 7
	July 13-17
	VBS 

	Week 8
	July 20-24
	Wacky Water Week

	Week 9
	July 27-31
	Anything Goes

	Week 10
	August 3-7
	Blasting Off to a New School Year


8. What do the children need to bring? All children need to bring swimsuit, towel, sunscreen, goggles/earplugs(if needed), swim shoes (if needed) and a water bottle. (Camp does not supply water bottles.) 5-6 year old campers need to bring a Coast Guard Approved Swim Vest, extra change of clothes, and a blanket/pillow for quiet time. Children may also bring a book or summer homework. Please make sure all items are labeled with your child’s name.
9.What should children leave at home?   All Electronics!!
Children do not need any electronics while attending camp and this includes cell phones. If a child brings a cell phone it will be locked up and returned to the child’s parent at dismissal. NO EXCEPTIONS!!
10. Free Summer Lunch/Snack Program: We partner with the Northern Illinois Food Bank to provide a healthy lunch and afternoon snack for all our campers. NIFB provides a menu each month of what will be served. If your child prefers to bring a lunch and snack from home that is ok, however we do not have access to a refrigerator or microwave for home lunches, so the meal needs to be in an insulated lunch bag/box. We are a NUT FREE camp so please do not send anything containing any type of nut with your child. This includes Nutella. Over the years we have had several campers with life threatening allergies. We want to keep all our children safe.
CAMP FRIENDSHIP SUMMER CAMP

     June 1 - August 7
WEEKLY PAYMENT SCHEDULE

	Week
	Dates
	Weekly Sign-Up End Date and Payment 
	Last Chance Sign Up and Payment*

	Week 1
	June 1 - June 5
	Monday, May 25, 2026
	Friday, May 29, 2026

	Week 2
	June 8 - June 12
	Monday, June 1, 2026
	Friday, June 5, 2026

	Week 3
	June 15 - June 19
	Monday, June 8, 2026
	Friday, June 12, 2026

	Week 4
	June 22 - June 26
	Monday, June 15, 2026
	Friday, June 19, 2026

	Week 5
	June 29 - July 2
	Monday, June 22, 2026
	Friday, June 26, 2026

	Week 6
	July 6 – July 10
	Monday, June 29, 2026
	Thursday, July 2, 2026

	Week 7
	July 13 - July 17
	Monday, July 6, 2026
	Friday, July 10, 2026

	Week 8
	July 20 - July 24
	Monday, July 13, 2026
	Friday, July 17, 2026

	Week 9
	July 27 – July 31
	Monday, July 20, 2026
	Friday, July 24, 2026

	Week 10
	August 3 - August 7
	Monday, July 27, 2026
	Friday, July 31, 2026


*ALL SIGN UP'S AFTER THE WEEKLY SIGN-UP END DATE WILL INCUR A $10 LATE FEE PER CAMPER.

**UNUSED DAYS CANNOT BE CARRIED OVER TO ANOTHER WEEK.
WEEKLY SIGN-UP WILL BE BASED ON AVAILABILITY. TO ENSURE YOUR SPOT SIGN UP FOR ALL WEEKS NEEDED BEFORE May 25th.

NO WALK IN SIGN UP FOR SAME DAY ATTENDANCE WILL BE ACCEPTED.
